FISHERIES (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 11 April 1870 -,—for , 



COPIES <c of any further Reports by the Inspector of Fisheries and the 
Engineer of the Board of Works in Ireland , on the Subject of the Fish 
Passes on the Shannon River : ” 

« And of any further Correspondence on the same Subject (in continuation 
of Parliamentary Paper, No. 373, of Session 1868-9)." 



— No. 1.— 

(8544—69.) 

Mr. E. Hornsby to the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries. 

Shannon Navigation — Fish Passes. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 19 November 1869. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to ^ state that they 
intend to applv to the Treasury to be allowed to provide in the Estimates tor 
next vear, thenecessary funds for the construction of fish passes m the weirs 
of Roosky, Jamestown, and Knockvicar, on the River Shannon ; and if you have 
any designs of fish passes, which you consider suitable for these weirs, the 
Board will feel obliged by your sending them tracings of them. 



The Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, 
&c. &c. 

4, Dawson-street. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



Inspectors of Irish Fisheries to Secretary Board of Works. 

The Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, 

sir 12, Ely-pace, Dublin, 31 December 1869. 

In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 19th ultimo, I 
beg to forward you, by direction of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, tracings of 
thf plans as prepared by Mr. Gray, c.e. for the construction of fish passes m the 
weirs of Roosky, Jamestown, and Knockvicar, on the River Shannon. 



The Secretary, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Board of Works. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Alan Hornsby. 



•282. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO THE 



— No. 3. — 



Shannon Navigation. 



(Secretary's Department. — No. 6.) 

Letter from tlie Inspectors of Irish Fisheries. 

Subject : — Tracings of Plans of Fish Passes for the Weirs of Roosky, 
Jamestown, and Knockvicar. 



Office of Public Works. 

Dublin, 4 January 1870. 

Three enclosures. Letter No. 60, bearing 
date the 31st of December 1869, referred to 
Mr. Forsyth, who is requested to say 
roughly what the outside cost of these passes 
would be. 

To be returned with his reply on the 
opposite margin. 

By Order, 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 

To William Forsyth, Esq., c.E., 

Office of Public Works. 



For Reply. 



Including dams, un watering, &c., the 
estimated cost is as follows : — 





£. s. d. 


Roosky, No. 1. - 


212 - - 


„ No. 2. - 


198 - - 


Jamestown - 


284 - - 


Knockvicar - 


188 - - 


£. 


882 - - 


Superintendence, &c. 10Z.1 




per cent. - - - / 




£. 


970 4 - 



(signed) William Forsyth. 
14 January 1870. 



(6o — 70.) 



— No. 



4. — 



Mr. E. Hornsby to Mr. Alan Hornsby , 
Shannon Navigation — Fish Passes. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

17 January 1870. 

In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, forwarding tracings of the plans 
of fish passes, I am directed to state that the Board have had an estimate 
made by their engineer of the cost of constructing the fish passes in the weirs 
of Roosky, Jamestown, and Knockvicar, on the River Shannon, on the plans 
proposed by the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries. v 

The estimated cost is 9701., and the Board would not feel justified in 
recommending the Treasury to sanction the expenditure of so large an amount 
m the construction of these passes ; more especially as efficient passes similar 
to e those already constructed, with the approval of the Special Commissioners 
of Irish Salmon Fisheries at Athlone and Tarmonbarry, could be made in the 
weirs referred to for one-third of the cost of those now proposed. 



Alan Hornsby, Esq. 

&c. &c. &c. 

12, Ely-place. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



— No. 5. — 

Inspectors of Irish Fisheries to Secretary, Board of Works. 

q. The Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, 

A , !2, Ely-place, Dublin, 28 January 1870. 

1 >' our , ,e ) :ter ° f the instant, I am directed to inform 

you, that the estimate made by the engineer of this department of the expense 

of 
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of building the fish ladders on the Shannon, plans of which were sent to your 
Board, is as follows, viz. : 

£. 



Knoclcvicar - - - - - - - 70 

Jamestown ------- 95 

Roosky, two ladders - - - - - 150 



and as there appears to be such a great discrepancy between him and your 
engineer, he will be instructed to confer with your Board’s engineer on the subject, 
if your Board will appoint an early day for that purpose, or if you will favour the 
Inspectors with a copy of the detailed estimate made by your engineer, they 
will have a report thereon made by their engineer, and will forward it for 
the information of your Board. 

The Inspectors are unwilling to give their approval to plans of passes similar 
to those at Athlone and Tarmonbarry, but wall be happy, through their 
engineer, to do everything in their power to assist the Board in having efficient 
passes put up at Roosky, Jamestown, and Knockvicar, where they are so much 
required, and provided for by the Fishery Act, 5 & 6 Viet. c. 106. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) Alan Hornsby. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Board of Works. 



— No. 6. — 

Mr. j E. Hornsby to Mr. Alan Hornsby. 

Shannon Navigation — Fish Passes. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 3 February 1870. 

In reply to your letter of the 28tli ultimo, furnishing the estimates made by 
the engineer of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries for the fish ladders at Knock- 
vicar, Jamestown, and Roosky, amounting to 315 l., Iam directed to inform you 
that the matter having been referred to Mr. Forsyth, the Board’s engineer, for 
further consideration, he is unable to reduce his estimate below the amount 
already stated. 

Mr. Forsyth will see the engineer of the Fisheries Department on the subject 
of these passes, if he will call upon him. 

I am, &e. 

Alan Hornsby, Esq., Secretary, (signed) E. Hornsby, 

Inspectors of Irish Fisheries Office, Secretary. 

12, Ely-place. 



— No. 7-— 

Inspectors of Irish Fisheries to Secretary Board of Works. 

Shannon — Fish Passes. 

The Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, 

Sir, 12, Ely-place, Dublin, 3 March 1870. 

Referrin g to former correspondence, I am directed to state, for the infor- 
mation of your Board, that the engineer of the Inspectors of Fisheries called 
by their directions on the Board’s engineer, with the view of going over the 
estimates for the erection of these passes, and ascertaining, if possible, where 
the discrepancy between the two estimates occurred, and reconciling them ; and 
the former reports that he “ called upon the engineer of the Board of Works 
as directed, and he gave me to understand that there were great difficulties to 
be contended with at Roosky respecting foundations and unwatering, and that 
it would be almost impossible to say what these items might cost. That the 
Board had no staff of tradesmen, or local establishment, by which the passes 
could be made economically, &c. &c.” 

282 . a 2 Under 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 CORRESPONDENCE, See. RELATING TO THE 

Under these circumstances, the Inspectors would suggest to the Board that 
estimates from contractors should be called for by public notice, and these the 
Inspectors mil have inserted in tlie local papers, if the Board agree with them 
or if not the Inspectors must again urge on the Board the Absolute neoes- 
f, N tur tile fish passes to be built in accordance with the plans sent them as 
the want of these passes on the weirs is a direct violation of the Fishery Laws 
and no later than on the 1st instant a remonstrance was again made to the 
Inspectors on this subject. The Inspectors think it right to remind the board 
that a private subscription was offered to them some time ago for tile building 
of the passes on the imannon, which the Board declined receiving ° 

The Inspectors trust, therefore, the Board will see the necessity of having 
these passes built in compliance with tne directions of the Act of Parliament ° 

Au early reply will oblige. 

rr u 0 . 1 am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) Alan Hornsby, 

&C. See. &c. CT 

Board of Works. Secretary. 



— No. 8. — 

(3374—70.) 

Mr. E, Hornsby to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Shannon Navigation— Fish Passes. 

a- Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

i ' ir 'v lb March 18/0. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to state, for the infor- 
L ?'?, S C 0 ™™ 881 ™ 81 ' 8 of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that on the 
31st October last the Inspectors oi Irish Fisheries forwarded to this Board 
plans of fish passes which they desire to have constructed in the weirs at 
Jamestown, Rooskey, ana Ivnockvicar, on the River Shannon 

will be 970 L theSe PaSS<iS ' “ eStimated b J' tlle Board ' 8 Engineer, Mr. Forsyth, 

The Board have since had a correspondence with the Insneetors of Fisheries 
with a view to reducing the amount of the proposed expenditure as they 
believe that effective passes could be constructed in the weirs referred to at a 
much less cost; the Fishery Inspectors, however, insist that the passes mustbe 
built in accordance with the plans furnished by’ them ; and as the Boat d are 
advised that, under the provisions of the Act 5 & 6 Viet. c. 106, s 63 they are 
bound to comply with the request of the Insneetors of Fisheries theV w to 
submit the matter to the consideration of ‘their. Lordships wRh a vkw t o 

tefstilTrirS'doTo. 0 ' ° r ° 1 PI ' 0Tid£d “ the S- *870-71, if 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary to the Treasury, 0'S ned ) F - Hornsby, Secretary. 
London. 



— No. 9. — 

(Immediate.) 

Mr. William Law to Commissioners of Public Works. 

I Aifl'frected bv th, l j e • T . reasur y Chambers, 25 March 1870. 
request 

The Commissioners^ Public Works, (signed? w 
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— No, 10. — 

( 4323 — 70 .) 

Mr. E. Hornsby to the Secretary to the Treasure 

Shannon Navigation — Fish Passes. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 31 March 1870. 

In compliance with your letter of the 25th instant (5415 — 70), on the 
subject of the construction of fish passes at certain weirs on the Shannon, I 
am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to state, for the information 
of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the reasons which 
have induced the Board to propose that the expenditure in question should be 
borne by the public are as follow : — 

Because the 5 & 6 *Vict. c. 106, s. 63, draws a marked distinction between 
the weirs erected for the purpose of navigation or irrigation prior to the passing 
of that Act in the year 1842, and those weirs for similar purposes erected 
subsequently. 

The weirs on the River Shannon in respect of which the Inspectors of 
Fisheries have called upon the Board to build fish passes were all erected since 
the passing of that Act, under the provisions of which the expense of providing 
and maintaining fish passes falls upon the persons forming such weirs. 

These weirs were erected by the Commissioners in whom is now vested the 
care and conservancy of the river and of the works thereon, and under these 
circumstances the Board are advised that the expense of the fish passes now 
required should be borne by the public. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 

The Secretary, Treasury, London. 



— No. 



11 . — 



Inspectors of Irish Fisheries to Secretary, Board of Works. 

The Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, 

Sir, 12, Ely-place, Dublin, 11 April 1870. 

Referring to my letter of the 3rd March, I am directed to say that the 
Inspectors will feel obliged if you will be good enough to inform them what 
decision your Board has made on the matters referred to in that and former 
communications from this department, on the subject of the fish passes on the 
weirs on the River Shannon, as the time is fast approaching when they can be 
easily built, and it would in the opinion of the Inspectors be a great pity to 
have another season lost. 

If the Inspectors can aid the Board in any way to facilitate works so necessary 
for the fisheries of the river, and required by the provisions of the law, they 
will do so with pleasure ; but they must urgently press on the Board once more 
the importance of haviug them executed with as little delay as possible. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Alan Hornsby , Secretary. 

The Secretary, Board of Works. 



282. 
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COPIES of farther Rbpouts by the Inspector of 
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